Week of April 16th - 7th Grade
ELA Review
*These lessons are intended to last about 30 minutes per day, or 150 minutes a week.
Please break up these lessons in whatever way works best for your students. If
completing this online, please write your answers on lined paper.
***Parents/guardians of special needs students will be contacted by their child’s special
education teacher to provide accommodations and support to help their child complete these
lessons. If you have not yet heard from their teacher, please reach out to them to request
additional guidance.****

Day 1:
Read the
Poem Identity
and answer the
text-dependent
questions

Day 2:
Start the story
The White
Umbrella,
make sure to
annotate as
you read.

Day 3:
Finish the story
The White
Umbrella,
make sure to
annotate as
you read.

Day 4:
Complete the
text-dependent
questions for
the story White
Umbrella.

Day 5:
Complete the
writing prompt for
The White
Umbrella. Each
answer should be
3 to 5 sentences
in length, make
sure you cite
evidence from the
story to support
your answer.

Math: Review
Complete the activities with optional calculator. Check your answers in the back of the
packet when complete. If you need more assistance, search in YouTube: How to solve
[math topic] For example: “How to solve inequalities”
***Parents/guardians of special needs students will be contacted by their child’s special
education teacher to provide accommodations and support to help their child complete these
lessons. If you have not yet heard from their teacher, please reach out to them to request
additional guidance.****

Day 1:
Operations
with rational
numbers

Day 2:
Inequalities

Day 3:
Equations

Day 4:

Day 5:

Proportional
relationships:
unit rate

Proportional
relationships:
equation, table,
graph

Science: Plate Tectonic Theory
***Parents/guardians of special needs students will be contacted by their child’s special
education teacher to provide accommodations and support to help their child complete these
lessons. If you have not yet heard from their teacher, please reach out to them to request
additional guidance.****

Day 1:
Plate Tectonic
Theory

Day 2:
Three Types of
Boundaries

Day 3:
Lab: A Plate
Tectonics
Puzzle

Day 4
Summarize the
evidence used
for lab activity

Day 5:
Inventors and
Scientists: Alfred
Wegener and
Harry Hess

Extra Online Resources:
https://www.learner.org/series/interactive-dynamic-earth/

Social Studies Review
*These lessons are intended to last about 30 minutes per day, or 150 minutes a week.
Please break up these lessons in whatever way works best for your students. If
completing this online, please write your answers on lined paper.
***Parents/guardians of special needs students will be contacted by their child’s special
education teacher to provide accommodations and support to help their child complete these
lessons. If you have not yet heard from their teacher, please reach out to them to request
additional guidance.****

Day 1:
Read The
Executive
Branch on
page 28, make
sure you
annotate the
text!

Day 2:
Complete the
review sheet
on The
Executive
Branch.

Day 3:
Read Powers
and Duties of
the President
page 32, make
sure you
annotate the
text!

Day 4:
Complete the
review sheet
on the Powers
and Duties of
the President.

Day 5:
Read the article
on the 2020
Presidential
Election and then
complete the
Current Event
Worksheet

Name:

Class:

Identity
By Julio Noboa
1973

Julio Noboa is a poet, author, and former professor of social studies at the University of Texas at El Paso.
Through his writing and career, Dr. Noboa is known for advocating for better representation of Latin
American history in U.S. social studies classes. In the following poem, a speaker describes flowers and
weeds. The poem is also presented in the translated Spanish version. As you read, take notes on how the
speaker describes flowers and weeds.

In English
[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

[20]

Let them be as flowers,
always watered, fed, guarded, admired,
but harnessed to a pot of dirt.
I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed,
clinging on cliffs, like an eagle
wind-wavering above high, jagged rocks.
To have broken through the surface of stone,
to live, to feel exposed to the madness
"Sunny Day" by Caffeinius is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
of the vast, eternal sky.
To be swayed by the breezes of an ancient sea,
carrying my soul, my seed,
1
beyond the mountains of time or into the abyss of the bizarre.
I'd rather be unseen, and if
then shunned by everyone,
than to be a pleasant-smelling flower,
growing in clusters in the fertile valley,
where they're praised, handled, and plucked
by greedy, human hands.
I'd rather smell of musty, green stench
than of sweet, fragrant lilac.
If I could stand alone, strong and free,
I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed.

Spanish Translation
Déjenlas ser como flores
1.

Abyss (noun): a seemingly deep or bottomless opening

1

rociadas, alimentadas,
cuidadas, admiradas,
pero presas en una maceta de tierra
Prefiero ser una hierba alta y fea
adherido a los acantilados, como un águila
mecido por el viento
en las alturas de afiladas rocas.
Haber brotado
por la superficie de la piedra
para vivir, para sentirme expuesto
a la locura del cielo tan vasto y eterno.
Ser sacudido por la brisa de un antiguo mar
llevándose mi alma, mi semilla,
más allá de las montañas del tiempo
o hacía el abismo de lo extraño.
Prefiero no ser visto,
o ser rechazado por todos
antes que ser una flor perfumada
creciendo entre montones en el fértil valle,
donde las alaban, acarician y arrancan
codiciosas manos del gentío.
Prefiero oler a moho verde y apestoso
que a la dulce fragancia de la lila
si me puedo parar solo, fuerte y libre
prefiero ser mala hierba, alta y fea.

“Identity” from Nosotros Anthology, Revista Chicano-Riqueña by Julio Noboa. Copyright © 1977 by Julio Noboa. Used with permission.
“Identidad” translated by Julio Noboa. Copyright © 2017 by Julio Noboa.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which of the following identifies the theme of the poem?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which detail from the poem best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

B.
C.
D.

It emphasizes the wild nature of the weed, which shows the thrill of
uncontrolled freedom.
It portrays the weed as dangerous to the other flowers, which explains why the
weed is isolated.
It portrays the weed as angry that it is unwanted, and this emphasizes the pain
of isolation.
It presents the weed as quietly beautiful, and this challenges traditional ideas of
beauty.

PART B: Which section from the poem best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

5.

“always watered, fed, guarded, admired” (Line 2)
“beyond the mountains of time or into the abyss of the bizarre.” (Line 12)
“where they're praised, handled, and plucked” (Line 17)
“If I could stand alone, strong and free” (Line 21)

PART A: How does the poet’s description of the weed contribute to the meaning of the
poem?
A.

4.

People often fear those who choose not to conform to the majority.
It is much easier to be true to yourself than to conform to what others expect.
Being different can be isolating, but it leads to true independence and
happiness.
People who must overcome difficult circumstances are often stronger.

“but harnessed to a pot of dirt.” (Line 3)
“to live, to feel exposed to the madness” (Line 8)
“I'd rather be unseen” (Line 13)
“growing in clusters in the fertile valley” (Line 16)

How does the speaker’s description of flowers develop the meaning of the poem?
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Name:

Class:

The White Umbrella
By Gish Jen
1984

Gish Jen, born Lillian Jen, is an American writer and speaker. Jen is a second generation Chinese American.
In this short story, a Chinese American girl sees a white umbrella that she longs to have. As you read, take
notes on how the narrator feels about her mother working.
[1]

When I was twelve, my mother went to work
without telling me or my little sister.
“Not that we need the second income.” The lilt of
her accent drifted from the kitchen up to the top
of the stairs, where Mona and I were listening.
1

“No,” said my father, in a barely audible voice.
“Not like the Lee family.”
The Lees were the only other Chinese family in
town. I remembered how sorry my parents had
"lost umbrella" by gato-gato-gato is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
felt for Mrs. Lee when she started waitressing
2.0
downtown the year before; and so when my
mother began coming home late, I didn’t say anything and tried to keep Mona from saying anything
either.
[5]

“But why shouldn’t I?” she argued. “Lots of people’s mothers work.”
“Those are American people,” I said.
“So what do you think we are? I can do the pledge of allegiance with my eyes closed.”
2

Nevertheless, she tried to be discreet; and if my mother wasn’t home by 5:30, we would start cooking
by ourselves, to make sure dinner would be on time. Mona would wash the vegetables and put on the
rice; I would chop.
For weeks we wondered what kind of work she was doing. I imagined that she was selling perfume,
testing dessert recipes for the local newspaper. Or maybe she was working for the florist. Now that she
had learned to drive, she might be delivering boxes of roses to people.
[10]

“I don’t think so,” said Mona as we walked to our piano lesson after school. “She would’ve hit something
by now.”
A gust of wind littered the street with leaves.
1.
2.

Audible (verb): able to be heard
Discreet (adjective): careful not to attract attention or let out private information

1

“Maybe we better hurry up,” she went on, looking at the sky. “It’s going to pour.”
“But we’re too early.” Her lesson didn’t begin until 4:00, mine until 4:30, so we usually tried to walk as
slowly as we could. “And anyway, those aren’t the kind of clouds that rain. Those are cumulus clouds.”
We arrived out of breath and wet.
[15]

“Oh you poor, poor dears,” said old Miss Crosman. “Why don’t you call me the next time it’s like this
out? If your mother won’t drive you, I can come pick you up.”
“No, that’s okay,” I answered. Mona wrung her hair out on Miss Crosman’s rug. “We just couldn’t get the
roof of our car to close, is all. We took it to the beach last summer and got sand in the mechanism.” I
pronounced this last word carefully, as if the credibility of my lie depended on its middle syllable. “It’s
never been the same.” I thought for a second. “It’s a convertible.”
“Well then make yourselves at home.” She exchanged looks with Eugenie Roberts, whose lesson we
were interrupting. Eugenie smiled good-naturedly. “The towels are in the closet across from the
bathroom.”
Huddling at the end of Miss Crosman’s nine-foot leather couch, Mona and I watched Eugenie play. She
was a grade ahead of me and, according to school rumor, had a boyfriend in high school. I believed it…
She had auburn hair, blue eyes, and, I noted with a particular pang, a pure white folding umbrella.
“I can’t see,” whispered Mona.

[20]

“So clean your glasses.”
“My glasses are clean. You’re in the way.”
I looked at her. “They look dirty to me.”
“That’s because your glasses are dirty.”
Eugenie came bouncing to the end of her piece.

[25]

3

“Oh! Just stupendous!” Miss Crosman hugged her, then looked up as Eugenie’s mother walked in.
“Stupendous!” she said again. “Oh! Mrs. Roberts! Your daughter has a gift, a real gift. It’s an honor to
teach her.”
4

Mrs. Roberts, radiant with pride, swept her daughter out of the room as if she were royalty, born to
the piano bench. Watching the way Eugenie carried herself, I sat up and concentrated so hard on
sucking in my stomach that I did not realize until the Robertses were gone that Eugenie had left her
umbrella. As Mona began to play, I jumped up and ran to the window, meaning to call to them – only to
see their brake lights flash then fade at the stop sign at the corner. As if to allow them passage, the rain
had let up; a quivering sun lit their way.

3.
4.

Stupendous (adjective): extremely impressive
Radiant (adjective): glowing with love, confidence, or joy

2

The umbrella glowed like a scepter on the blue carpet while Mona, slumping over the keyboard,
5
managed to eke out a fair rendition of a cat fight. At the end of the piece, Miss Crosman asked her to
stand up.
“Stay right there,” she said, then came back a minute later with a towel to cover the bench. “You must
be cold,” she continued. “Shall I call your mother and have her bring over some dry clothes?”
“No,” answered Mona. “She won’t come because she…”
[30]

“She’s too busy,” I broke in from the back of the room.
“I see.” Miss Crosman sighed and shook her head a little. “Your glasses are filthy, honey,” she said to
Mona. “Shall I clean them for you?”
Sisterly embarrassment seized me. Why hadn’t Mona wiped her lenses when I told her to? As she
resumed abuse of the piano, I stared at the umbrella. I wanted to open it, twirl it around by its slender
silver handle; I wanted to dangle it from my wrist on the way to school the way the other girls did. I
wondered what Miss Crosman would say if I offered to bring it to Eugenie at school tomorrow. She
would be impressed with my consideration for others; Eugenie would be pleased to have it back; and I
would have possession of the umbrella for an entire night. I looked at it again, toying with the idea of
asking for one for Christmas. I knew, however, how my mother would react.
“Things,” she would say. “What’s the matter with a raincoat? All you want is things, just like an
American.”
Sitting down for my lesson, I was careful to keep the towel under me and sit up straight.

[35]

“I’ll bet you can’t see a thing either,” said Miss Crosman, reaching for my glasses. “And you can relax,
you poor dear…This isn’t a boot camp.”
When Miss Crosman finally allowed me to start playing, I played extra well, as well as I possibly could.
See, I told her with my fingers. You don’t have to feel sorry for me.
“That was wonderful,” said Miss Crosman. “Oh! Just wonderful.”
An entire constellation rose in my heart.
“And guess what,” I announced proudly. “I have a surprise for you.”

[40]

Then I played a second piece for her, a much more difficult one that she had not assigned.
“Oh! That was stupendous,” she said without hugging me. “Stupendous! You are a genius, young lady. If
your mother had started you younger, you’d be playing like Eugenie Roberts by now!”
I looked at the keyboard, wishing that I had still a third, even more difficult piece to play for her. I
wanted to tell her that I was the school spelling bee champion, that I wasn’t ticklish, that I could do
karate.
5.

to barely make something; to get with great difficulty

3

“My mother is a concert pianist,” I said.
She looked at me for a long moment, then finally, without saying anything, hugged me. I didn’t say
anything about bringing the umbrella to Eugenie at school.
[45]

The steps were dry when Mona and I sat down to wait for my mother.
“Do you want to wait inside?” Miss Crosman looked anxiously at the sky.
“No,” I said. “Our mother will be here any minute.”
“In a while,” said Mona.
“Any minute,” I said again, even though my mother had been at least twenty minutes late every week
since she started working.

[50]

According to the church clock across the street we had been waiting twenty-five minutes when Miss
Crosman came out again.
“Shall I give you ladies a ride home?”
“No,” I said. “Our mother is coming any minute.”
“Shall I at least give her a call and remind her you’re here? Maybe she forgot about you.”
“I don’t think she forgot,” said Mona.

[55]

“Shall I give her a call anyway? Just to be safe?”
“I bet she already left,” I said. “How could she forget about us?”
Miss Crosman went in to call.
“There’s no answer,” she said, coming back out.
“See, she’s on her way,” I said.

[60]

“Are you sure you wouldn’t like to come in?”
“No,” said Mona.
“Yes,” I said. I pointed at my sister. “She meant yes too. She meant no, she wouldn’t like to go in.”
Miss Crosman looked at her watch. “It’s 5:30 now, ladies. My pot roast will be coming out in fifteen
minutes. Maybe you’d like to come in and have some then?”
“My mother’s almost here,” I said. “She’s on her way.”
4

[65]

We watched and watched the street. I tried to imagine what my mother was doing; I tried to imagine
her writing messages in the sky, even though I knew she was afraid of planes. I watched as the
branches of Miss Crosman’s big willow tree started to sway; they had all been trimmed to exactly the
same height off the ground, so they looked beautiful, like hair in the wind.
It started to rain.
“Miss Crosman is coming out again,” said Mona.
“Don’t let her talk you into going inside,” I whispered.
“Why not?”

[70]

“Because that would mean Mom really isn’t coming any minute.”
“But she isn’t,” said Mona.
“She’s working.”
“Shhh! Miss Crosman’s going to hear you.”
“She’s working! She’s working! She’s working!”

[75]

I put my hand over her mouth, but she licked it, and so I was wiping my hand on my wet dress when
the front door opened.
“We’re getting even wetter,” said Mona right away. “Wetter and wetter.”
“Shall we all go in?” Miss Crosman pulled Mona to her feet. “Before you young ladies catch
6
pneumonia? You’ve been out here an hour already.”
“We’re freezing.” Mona looked up at Miss Crosman. “Do you have any hot chocolate? We’re going to
catch pneumonia.”
“I’m not going in,” I said. “My mother’s coming any minute.”

[80]

“Come on,” said Mona. “Use your noggin.”
“Any minute.”
“Come on, Mona,” Miss Crosman opened the door. “Shall we get you inside first?”
“See you in the hospital,” said Mona as she went in. “See you in the hospital with pneumonia.”
I stared out into the empty street. The rain was prickling me all over; I was cold; I wanted to go inside. I
wanted to be able to let myself go inside. If Miss Crosman came out again, I decided, I would go in.
6.

a sickness that affects the lungs

5

[85]

She came out with a blanket and the white umbrella.
I could not believe that I was actually holding the umbrella, opening it. It sprang up by itself as if it were
alive, as if that were what it wanted to do – as if it belonged in my hands, above my head. I stared up at
the network of silver spokes, then spun the umbrella around and around and around. It was so clean
7
and white that it seemed to glow, to illuminate everything around it. “It’s beautiful,” I said.
Miss Crosman sat down next to me, on one end of the blanket. I moved the umbrella over so that it
covered that too. I could feel the rain on my left shoulder and shivered. She put her arm around me.
“You poor, poor dear.”
I knew that I was in store for another bolt of sympathy, and braced myself by staring up into the
umbrella.

[90]

“You know, I very much wanted to have children when I was younger,” she continued.
“You did?”
She stared at me a minute. Her face looked dry and crusty, like day-old frosting.
“I did. But then I never got married.”
I twirled the umbrella around again.

[95]

“This is the most beautiful umbrella I have ever seen,” I said. “Ever, in my whole life.”
“Do you have an umbrella?”
“No. But my mother’s going to get me one just like this for Christmas.”
“Is she? I tell you what. You don’t have to wait until Christmas. You can have this one.”
“But this one belongs to Eugenie Roberts,” I protested. “I have to give it back to her tomorrow in
school.”

[100] “Who told you it belongs to Eugenie? It’s not Eugenie’s. It’s mine. And now I’m giving it to you, so it’s

yours.”
“It’s mine?” I didn’t know what to say. “Mine?” Suddenly I was jumping up and down in the rain. “It’s
beautiful! Oh! It’s beautiful!” I laughed.
Miss Crosman laughed too, even though she was getting all wet.
“Thank you, Miss Crosman. Thank you very much. Thanks a zillion. It’s beautiful. It’s stupendous!”
“You’re quite welcome,” she said.
7.

Illuminate (verb): to light up

6

[105] “Thank you,” I said again, but that didn’t seem like enough. Suddenly I knew just what she wanted to

hear. “I wish you were my mother.”
Right away I felt bad.
“You shouldn’t say that,” she said, but her face was opening into a huge smile as the lights of my
mother’s car cautiously turned the corner. I quickly collapsed the umbrella and put it up my skirt,
holding onto it from the outside, through the material.
“Mona!” I shouted into the house. “Mona! Hurry up! Mom’s here! I told you she was coming!”
Then I ran away from Miss Crosman, down to the curb. Mona came tearing up to my side as my
mother neared the house. We both backed up a few feet so that in case she went onto the curb, she
wouldn’t run us over.
[110] “But why didn’t you go inside with Mona?” my mother asked on the way home. She had taken off her

own coat to put over me and had the heat on high.
“She wasn’t using her noggin,” said Mona, next to me in the back seat.
“I should call next time,” said my mother. “I just don’t like to say where I am.”
8

That was when she finally told us that she was working as a checkout clerk in the A&P. She was
supposed to be on the day shift, but the other employees were unreliable, and her boss had promised
her a promotion if she would stay until the evening shift filled in.
For a moment no one said anything. Even Mona seemed to find the revelation disappointing.
[115] “A promotion already!” she said, finally.

I listened to the windshield wipers.
“You’re so quiet.” My mother looked at me in the rear view mirror. “What’s the matter?”
“I wish you would quit,” I said after a moment.
She sighed. “The Chinese have a saying: one beam cannot hold the roof up.”
[120] “But Eugenie Roberts’s father supports their family.”

She sighed once more. “Eugenie Roberts’s father is Eugenie Roberts’s father,” she said.
As we entered the downtown area, Mona started leaning hard against me every time the car turned
right, trying to push me over. Remembering what I had said to Miss Crosman, I tried to maneuver the
umbrella under my leg so she wouldn’t feel it.

8.

a grocery store

7

“What’s under your skirt?” Mona wanted to know as we came to a traffic light. My mother, watching us
in the rear view mirror again, rolled slowly to a stop.
“What’s the matter?” she asked.
[125] “There’s something under her skirt,” said Mona, pulling at me. “Under her skirt.”

Meanwhile, a man crossing the street started to yell at us. “Who do you think you are, lady?” he said.
“You’re blocking the whole crosswalk.”
We all froze. Other people walking by stopped to watch.
“Didn’t you hear me?” he went on, starting to thump on the hood with his fist. “Don’t you speak
English?”
My mother began to back up, but the car behind us honked. Luckily, the light turned green right after
that. She sighed in relief.
[130] “What were you saying, Mona?” she asked.

We wouldn’t have hit the car behind us that hard if he hadn’t been moving too but as it was, our car
bucked violently, throwing us all first back and then forward.
“Uh oh,” said Mona when we stopped. “Another accident.”
9

I was relieved to have attention diverted from the umbrella. Then I noticed my mother’s head, tilted
back onto the seat. Her eyes were closed.
“Mom!” I screamed. “Mom! Wake up!”
[135] She opened her eyes. “Please don’t yell,” she said. “Enough people are going to yell already.”

“I thought you were dead,” I said, starting to cry. “I thought you were dead.”
She turned around, looking at me intently, then put her hand to my forehead.
“Sick,” she confirmed. “Some kind of sick is giving you crazy ideas.”
As the man from the car behind us started tapping on the window, I moved the umbrella away from
my leg. Then Mona and my mother were getting out of the car. I got out after them; and while
everyone else was inspecting the damage we’d done, I threw the umbrella down a sewer.

Copyright (c) 1984 by Gish Jen. First published in The Yale Review. Reprinted with permission by Melanie Jackson Agency, LLC

9.

Divert (verb): to distract

8

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.
1.

PART A: Which statement expresses a main theme in the short story?
A.
B.
C.
D.

2.

PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

“It was so clean and white that it seemed to glow, to illuminate everything
around it.” (Paragraph 86)
“Suddenly I knew just what she wanted to hear. ‘I wish you were my mother.’”
(Paragraph 105)
“She sighed. ‘The Chinese have a saying: one beam cannot hold the roof up.’”
(Paragraph 119)
“‘I thought you were dead,’ I said, starting to cry. ‘I thought you were dead.’”
(Paragraph 136)

PART A: In the passage, how do the narrator's and Mona's points of view about their
mother compare?
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

During difficult times, it's important for family members to come together and
work towards a common goal.
Sometimes the best support comes from people who are outside of your family.
It is easier to blend in with the crowd than to stand out and share what makes
you unique.
People often don't realize the significance of what they have until they've lost it.

The narrator and Mona are both embarrassed that their mother has to work.
The narrator is embarrassed to admit that their mother works, while Mona is
relatively honest about it.
Mona isn't originally embarrassed that their mother must work, but the narrator
convinces her that it is embarrassing.
Mona feels bad that their mother must work, while the narrator is upset and
embarrassed by it.

PART B: Which TWO quotes from the text best support the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

“I remembered how sorry my parents had felt for Mrs. Lee when she started
waitressing downtown the year before” (Paragraph 4)
“so when my mother began coming home late, I didn't say anything and tried to
keep Mona from saying anything either.” (Paragraph 4)
“and if my mother wasn't home by 5:30, we would start cooking by ourselves, to
make sure dinner would be on time.” (Paragraph 8)
“‘She's working! She's working! She's working!’” (Paragraph 74)
“For a moment no one said anything. Even Mona seemed to find the revelation
disappointing.” (Paragraph 114)
“‘I thought you were dead,’ I said, starting to cry. ‘I thought you were dead.’”
(Paragraph 136)

9

5.

What does the following quote reveal about the narrator's attitude? “I wanted to tell her
that I was the school spelling bee champion, that I wasn't ticklish, that I could do karate”
(Paragraph 42).
A.
B.
C.
D.

6.

PART A: How is the narrator impacted by her mother going to work?
A.
B.
C.
D.

7.

It makes her feel like she and her family are different from other people.
It causes her to feel insecure about her relationship with her mother.
It makes her distrustful of her mother, who hides that she's working.
It causes her to feel worried by how little money they have.

PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A.
B.
C.
D.

8.

The narrator wishes she was more like the girls at her school.
The narrator wants Miss Crosman to know more about who she is.
The narrator wants people to think she's something she's not.
The narrator feels shy an unable to share who she is with Miss Crosman.

“I looked at it again, toying with the idea of asking for one for Christmas. I knew,
however, how my mother would react.” (Paragraph 32)
“Suddenly I knew just what she wanted to hear. ‘I wish you were my mother.’”
(Paragraph 105)
“‘Mona!’ I shouted into the house. ‘Mona! Hurry up! Mom's here! I told you she
was coming!’” (Paragraph 108)
“‘But Eugenie Roberts's father supports their family.’” (Paragraph 120)

How does the white umbrella contribute to the theme of the story?

10

WRITING PROMPT FOR “THE WHITE UMBRELLA” AND “IDENTITY”
When answering the questions below make sure you are responding in complete
sentences.
1. How does the narrator of “The White Umbrella” attempt to be a “flower”
instead of a “weed”?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
2. What does it mean to accept yourself for who you are?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
3. How do both texts explore how this can be challenging at times?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
4. When does the narrator of “The White Umbrella” begin to accept herself in
the story.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Rational Numbers – Decimals

How to calculate tip amount?
1. Bill amount = $115.
2. Tip = 20% of $115.00.
3. First to get 10% of $115.00, we move the
decimal one place to the left to get $11.50.
4. So, 20% of $115 = 2 × $11.50 = $23.00.
5. So, the tip amount = $23.00.
6. Or 20% = .20 and $115 x .20 = $23.00

Find the sum, difference, product or quotient.
1) 27.045 + 14.03 =

7) 98.3 – 23.804 =

2) 1.3 x 4.85 =

8) 67.55 ÷ 1.75 =

3) 76.89 – 34.957 =

9) 5.741 x 0.43 =

4) 1.56 ÷ .3 =

10) 7.72 + 11.9 =

5) 7.02 x 6.8 =

11) 16.049 – 9.6534 =

6) 6.835 + 5.7 + 7.12 =

12) 45.15 ÷ 0.525 =

Find the sales tax, tip, or total cost in each given situation. Round answers to the nearest
hundredths.
13) The Johnson family went out to eat at Chili’s. If their bill was $58.65 and they gave their
server a 15% tip, how much did they pay altogether?

14) Ms. Penny spent $205.60 at Target. If the sales tax is 8%, how much tax will she pay?

15) Ronan and two of his friends ate lunch at Applebee’s. Their bill totaled $52.35. If they left
the server a 20% tip, how much would each person pay splitting the bill evenly?

16) Mr. Stone purchased a computer for $1150 at the Apple store. If the sales tax is 7.5%,
what was the total cost of his purchase?

17) Mia purchased some items at Fry’s. She bought strawberries for $3.50, carrots for $2.25,
and a bouquet of flowers for $9.95. If sales tax is 5%, how much will Mia pay altogether?

18) Mrs. Hill paid $125 to have her hair colored and cut. If she tips the hairdresser 15%, how
much money will the hairdresser receive?

Challenge
Bert and Ernie went to Olive Garden for dinner. They left the server a $7.50. tip. If they tipped
the server 15% of their dinner bill, what was the cost of their dinner?

Properties of Inequality Handout
Inequality Symbols :
Greater Than
Greater Than or Equal To
(The line underneath the Greater Than sign
indicates also Equal To.)
Less Than
Less Than or Equal To
(The line underneath the Less Than sign
indicates also Equal To.)
Graphing Inequality Symbols :
Greater Than
(The open circle indicates that this is
NOT EQUAL TO the number that is graphed.)
Greater Than or Equal To
(The closed circle indicates that this is
EQUAL TO the number that is graphed.)
Less Than
(The open circle indicates that this is
NOT EQUAL TO the number that is graphed.)
Less Than or Equal To
(The closed circle indicates that this is
EQUAL TO the number that is graphed.)
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Multi- Step Equations
Example: To solve for x in this equation → 4x - 3 = 5, first, add 3 to each side
of the equal sign. Now the equation looks like this 4x = 8. Next, divide both sides of the
equal sign by 4, to get x by itself. Your answer will be x = 2.
4x - 3 = 5
- What if the equation was:
4x -3 +3 = 5 +3
4x + 3 = 5 ? T
 hen -3 instead of adding 3.
4x = 8
 4x +3 - 3 = 5 - 3.
x=2

4x = 2
x=½

Solve for x:
1.) 4x + 15 = 51

2.) 6x - 30 = -12

3.) 5x +20 = 65

4.) −56 = −10x + 4

5.) 11x − 7 = −18

6.) 3 + 11x = 80

7.) −4x + 2 = 22

8.) −3 + 9x = 96

9.) 44 = −4x − 8

10.) A bus departed from Phoenix at 11 pm with 44 passengers. An hour

later, a few passengers got off in Sedona. The number of passengers who
boarded the bus in Sedona were twice the number of passengers who got
off the bus. If the bus has 50 passengers now, how many passengers got
off in Sedona?

11.) The Phoenix Zoo nurses 37 species of big cats. Recently, a few species
of big cats were sponsored to other zoos around the country. The zoo
now nurses only 25 species. How many species of big cats were sponsored
to other zoos?

Multi- Step Equations
12.) Jennifer lends half her collection of Pokemon cards to her sister,

Thera. Jennifer then buys four more Pokemon cards. If she has 12 cards
now, how many cards did Jennifer have initially?

14.) Thomas and four of his friends plan to go for a long drive. He buys 12
bottles of soda and a few bottles of orange juice from a supermarket. The
total number of bottles they have are four times that of orange juice
bottles. How many bottles of orange juice did Thomas buy?

Try this fun maze!

UNIT RATES
EXAMPLE:

Proportional relationships

Plate Tectonics
In the early 1900s, the German scientist Alfred Wegener noticed that the coastlines of
Africa and South America looked like they might fit together. He also discovered evidence
that the same plant and animal fossils were found along the coasts of these continents,
although they were now separated by vast oceans. In addition, he noticed that geologic
formations, like mountain ranges, on the two continents also matched up.

Scientist Alfred
Wegener

In 1915, Wegener published his book, The Origin of Continents and Oceans, suggesting that
the earth's continents were once joined together in one large mass. He called the original
landmass (or supercontinent) "Pangaea," the Greek word for "all the earth." According to
Wegener, over time "Pangaea" split apart and the different landmasses, or continents, drifted
to their current locations on the globe. While other scientists of the time vehemently rejected
Wegener's ideas, they became the basis for the development of the theory of plate tectonics.

Continents on the Move
200 million years ago

135 million years ago

65 million years ago

50-40 million years ago

Pangaea begins to break up
and splits into two major
landmasses — Laurasia in
the north, made up of North
America and Eurasia, and
Gondwana in the south,
made up of the other
continents.

Gondwana splinters further
— the South America-Africa
landmass separates from
the Antarctica-Australia
landmass.

Major rifting of Laurasia,
with the North American
landmass separating from
Eurasia.

Greenland separates from
North America.

South America and
The Indian landmass breaks Madagascar separate from
away from the AntarcticaAfrica.
Australia landmass.

Australia separates from
Antarctica and moves north.
The Indian landmass
collides with Asia.

The modern plate tectonics theory, which has become widely accepted since the 1960s, states that the earth's
outer layer, or lithosphere, is broken into several large slabs called plates. These plates, which hold the continents
and oceans, are slowly but constantly moving around the planet. The movement of the plates not only supports our
understanding that continents are not fixed and moved over time, but also explains how and why earthquakes,
volcanoes, and other geologic events occur.

Directions: Fill in the blanks below using the passage above.
German scientist, ______________________________, noticed that the
coastlines of_______________________ and _______________________ looked like
they might fit together. Additionally, he noticed that the SAME animal and plant fossils
were found along the coasts of both ____________________, even though they were separated by vast oceans.
Wegener’s book titled, _________________________________________, suggested that the Earth’s continents were
once joined together in one large mass that we now call ____________________________ (or supercontinent).
___________________ _____________________ theory has now become widely accepted since the 1960s. The Earth’s
outer layer, also known as the ______________________, is broken into several large slabs called
_________________________. The plates are slowly, but constantly _________________________. The constant
movement of these plates help in explaining how and why ____________________, _____________________, and
other ___________________________ occur.
Number the following images in order from oldest to current:

Plates & Boundaries
The earth's continents are constantly moving due to the motions of the tectonic plates. Closely examine the map
below, which shows the 15 major tectonic plates.
As you can see, some of the plates contain continents and others are mostly under the ocean. The type of crust that
underlies the continents is called continental crust, while the type found under the oceans is called oceanic crust.
Continental crust is thicker — about 20 to 40 miles (35 to 70 km) thick — and usually older than oceanic crust, which
is only 4 to 6 miles (7 to 10 km) thick. All the plates have names, usually referring to landmasses, oceans, or regions
of the globe where they are located.

The border between two tectonic plates is called a boundary. All the tectonic plates are constantly moving — very
slowly — around the planet, but in many different directions. Some are moving toward each other, some are moving
apart, and some are sliding past each other. Because of these differences, tectonic plate boundaries are grouped into
three main types.
A convergent boundary occurs where two plates are pushing toward each other.
Examples of convergent boundaries include:



the boundary between the Eurasian Plate and the Indian Plate at the
Himalayas
 the boundary between the Nazca Plate and the South American Plate along the
west coast of South America
A divergent boundary marks two
plates that are moving apart from each other.
Examples of divergent boundaries include:





the boundary between the African Plate and the Arabian Plate in the
Red Sea
the boundary between the Pacific and Antarctic Plates
the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, made up of the boundary between the North American and Eurasian Plates in the
North Atlantic, crossing Iceland, and the South American and the African Plates in the South Atlantic

A transform boundary occurs where two plates slide past each other.
Examples of transform boundaries include:
 the boundary between the Pacific Plate and the Australian Plate, crossing New
Zealand
 the boundary between the Pacific Plate and the North American Plate in
California

Directions: Fill in the blanks below using the passage above.
There are _____ major tectonic plates. Some plates contain _________________ and others are completely under the
____________________. The type of crust that is found under the continents is called ____________________
_______________, while the type of crust found under the oceans is called _____________________
____________________. The continental crust is about ________ miles thick, while the oceanic crust is only _______
miles thick. The border between two tectonic plates is called a ____________________. All plates are constantly
____________________; some move __________________ each other, some move _________________ from each
other, and some are sliding ________________ each other. Because of these differences, tectonic plate boundaries are
grouped into __________ main types. Below, describe each of the boundaries with WORDS AND ARROWS:
Convergent Boundary

LAB:

Divergent Boundary

Transform Boundary
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Later that year, Wegener joined an expedition to Greenland. He would use his expertise with air
balloons to track polar air circulation. Wegener had always dreamed of polar exploration. In 1908,

Alfred Lothar Wegener was born in Berlin, Germany. He received a PhD in astronomy from the
University of Berlin in 1904. However, his real love was air balloons. He and his brother, Kurt, set
the world's record in April 1906 for the longest time spent aloft in a balloon — 52 hours.

Balloons And Arctic Air

Synopsis: Alfred Wegener produced evidence in 1912 that the continents are in motion. But,
geologists rejected his ideas at first. Wegener had no explanation for what forces could move them.
Almost 50 years later, Harry Hess confirmed Wegener's ideas by using the evidence of seafloor
spreading to explain what moved the continents.

TOP: A map of the tectonic plates of the world, from USGS.gov. MIDDLE: Alfred Wegener, courtesy of the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar
and Marine Research. BELOW: Maps of continental drift and plate tectonics, Wikipedia.

By Big History Project, adapted by Newsela staff on 07.31.16
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Inventors and Scientists: Alfred Wegener and
Harry Hess
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Scientists continued to spread the idea of continental drift. During World War II, sounding gear
produced new evidence of what the seafloor looked like. The gear, developed in the 1930s,
bounced sound waves off the seafloor to determine its depth and features.

Seafloor Spreading

In November 1930, Wegener led several dogsled teams carrying supplies to others working at an
isolated weather station. He celebrated his 50th birthday at the remote station. On their return
trip back to the coast, Wegener and his companion, Rasmus Villumsen, died.

In 1930, Wegener led another expedition to Greenland. He set up weather-monitoring equipment
at three stations on the glacier.

Geologists reacted to Wegener's ideas with widespread scorn. Wegener was not even a geologist —
who was he to try to overturn the basic knowledge of their own field? Besides, he couldn't explain
what force could be immense enough to cause the continents to plow through the Earth's crust. At
a 1926 international conference in New York, many speakers were sarcastic to the point of insult;
Wegener sat smoking his pipe, listening.

Scientists of the time believed that land bridges had once connected the continents, and later sunk
into the ocean. Wegener wanted to demolish that claim. He also disputed the theory that
mountains formed like wrinkles on the skin of a drying apple. Instead, he claimed that mountains
formed when the edges of drifting continents collided and crumpled. For instance, scientists now
believe India hit Asia, creating the Himalayas.

Wegener was not the first to present the idea of
continental drift, as he called it. But he beat everyone
else in putting together extensive evidence from several different scientific approaches. He used
fossil evidence, such as that of tropical plants found on the Arctic island of Spitzbergen. He found
large geographic features that matched, like the Appalachian Mountains in the United States and
the Scottish Highlands. He located rock layers called "strata" in South Africa that matched those in
Brazil.

Wegener was making his mark as a meteorologist
studying the atmosphere. Yet his mind kept roaming.
By 1910, he had noticed on a world map that the east
coast of South America fits exactly against the west
coast of Africa. It appeared almost as if they had once
been joined. He found evidence that it had and, in
1915, published The Origin of Continents and Oceans.
In it, he claimed that about 300 million years ago, the
continents formed a single mass. He labeled it
"Pangaea," a Greek word meaning "whole Earth."

Continental Drift

he began to teach at the University of Marburg, in Germany. In 1911, he co-wrote The
Thermodynamics of the Atmosphere, a textbook that became popular.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

The force that moves the plates is thought to be convection currents in the mantle under the
Earth's crust. The mantle is solid in the short term. But over longer geologic time, it does flow,
though very slowly. Pockets of hot liquid magma ooze up along extensive mountain ridges deep

The continents have come together into one large mass — and then split apart again — more than
once. Over the last 500 million years, this may have happened as many as three times.

Geologists today understand that the Earth's surface, or crust, is broken up into eight to 12 large
plates and 20 or so smaller ones. These plates move in different directions and at different speeds.
Their sizes do not correspond to the landmasses on top of them. For instance, the North American
plate is much larger than the North American continent; the plate extends from the western coast
of North America to the mid-Atlantic. Iceland is split down the middle. It belongs to two different
plates.

By the 1970s, geologists had agreed to use the term "plate tectonics." They had evidence that
continents move, but they'd also found evidence that so do whole "plates" of the Earth's crust. A
plate might include a continent, parts of a continent, or undersea portions of the crust. Wegener's
idea of continental drift had been taken a step further.

Plate Tectonics

Unlike Wegener, Hess lived to see his major theory accepted. He helped to plan the U.S. space
program. On August 25, 1969, he died of a heart attack. It was just a month after Apollo 11's
successful mission to bring the first humans to the surface of the Moon.

Rocks of the same age in the seafloor crust would have taken on the magnetic polarity at the time
that that part of the crust formed. Sure enough, surveys of either side of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge
found rocks with a pattern of alternating polarity stripes. That clinched the argument for most
geologists.

In the early 1960s, dating of ocean-core samples showed that the ocean floor was younger at the
Mid-Atlantic Ridge. It became older and older in either direction. This confirmed that the seafloor
was truly spreading. Further evidence came along by 1963. Geophysicists realized that Earth's
magnetic field had reversed polarity many times. Each reversal lasted fewer than 200,000 years.

By the 1950s, other researchers had found that a huge rift ran along the top of the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge. That enabled Hess to understand what he'd discovered about the ocean floor of the Pacific.
He realized that the Earth's crust had been moving away on each side of oceanic ridges. The ridges
ran down the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and were long and volcanically active. He published his
theory in 1962, and it came to be called "seafloor spreading."

What Hess discovered was a big surprise. The bottom of the sea was not smooth as expected. It
was, in fact, full of canyons, trenches, and volcanic sea mountains. Exploration of the ocean's floor
continued.

Harry Hess, a geologist from Princeton University, was put in command of an attack transport
ship. Hess, then in his late thirties, wanted to continue his scientific investigations even while at
war. Ship commanders turned on sounding gear when approaching port or to help navigate a
difficult landing. Hess, however, left his ship's gear on all of the time.
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The European and North American plates are moving apart at the speed a fingernail grows. In a
human lifetime, this amounts to about 2 meters (just over 6 feet). Millions of years in the future,
parts of California and Mexico will probably drift off to become an island. Most of Africa is
pushing northward toward Europe. Eventually it will squeeze out the Mediterranean Sea. When it
reaches Europe it will cause high mountains to emerge along the whole southern coast of Europe.
The eastern portion of Africa will split off at the Great Rift Valley and float off into the Indian
Ocean. In slow geologic time, the Earth's plates are always moving.

Or the plates may move sideways, grinding against
each other. This grinding produces cracks, or faults, in
the plates, as along the California coast. In whatever form the plate edges meet, earthquakes take
place. On a global map of earthquake zones, the outlines of the plates are clearly visible.

Where the edges of the plates meet, several things
may happen. If both plates carry continents, which
are lighter than the ocean floor, they may clash head
on, causing high mountains to rise. If one plate is
heavier, it may go under the other, a process known as
"subduction." The material of the subducted plate
returns to the mantle, recycling the Earth's crust.

Along these ridges are found active volcanoes and hot-water vents. Through these vents pours very
hot, mineral-rich water. Astonishing forms of life are supported by the nutrients in the water.
These ecosystems are the only ones on Earth who survive in the absence of sunlight. It's possible
that this is where the first living organisms on Earth developed.

under the water. One runs roughly north-south in the mid-Atlantic and another runs in the midPacific.

Quiz
1

2

What is the MAIN idea of the section "Continental drift"?
(A)

Wegener published a book that explained how the continents drifted apart.

(B)

Wegener listened calmly as geologists dismissed his idea that the continents had drifted apart.

(C)

Wegener knew that most scientists believed in land bridges disappearing instead of the idea that the
continents drifted apart.

(D)

Wegener gathered evidence that millions of years ago the continents formed a single mass and then
drifted apart.

Read the LAST paragraph of the article.
Which sentence BEST explains how the information in that paragraph supports a MAIN idea of the article?

3

4

(A)

The information compares the speed of some plate movement with the speed of fingernail growth.

(B)

The information describes what will happen to different parts of the world as a result of plate movement.

(C)

The information describes where new mountains will emerge along the coast of Europe.

(D)

The information states that the shape of California will change millions of years in the future.

Which sentence BEST describes the relationship between Wegener's work and Hess's work?
(A)

Wegener compiled evidence that the continents are moving; and Hess found evidence that explained
why they are moving.

(B)

Wegener discovered evidence that land mountains in different places have similar features; and Hess
found similar evidence in ocean mountains.

(C)

Wegener used a hot air balloon to investigate continental drift; while Hess used sonar in the ocean to
explore the same subject.

(D)

Wegener's work on the movement of continents was rejected by other scientists; while Hess's work on
the same subject was widely accepted.

Which sentence BEST describes the relationship between the plates in Earth's crust and the sizes of the landmasses on top of
the plates?
(A)

The plates and the landmasses are approximately the same size.

(B)

The plates are much smaller than the size of the landmasses.

(C)

The plates are much larger than the size of the landmasses.

(D)

The plates are different in size from the landmasses.
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U.S. elections 2020: a guide to the race for the
White House
By The Guardian, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.09.20
Word Count 1,126
Level 840L

Image 1. President Donald Trump gives a speech at a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, January 14, 2020. Trump is running for
reelection. Photo: Evan Vucci/AP

On November 3, 2020, Americans will head to the polls and vote. Here is an overview of the
election process.
What's the 2020 election all about?

Voters are choosing who will be the president for the next four years. The election will also decide
which party controls the U.S. Congress for the next two years. Local and state races will be decided
as well. Still, the big question is whether President Donald Trump can win reelection. All eyes are
on the Democrats and the candidate they choose to take on Trump.
In 2016, Trump's election was an unexpected victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton. Trump won
swing states, or states that do not have a clear party alignment. This included Florida and North
Carolina. Some blue states, or those that historically vote Democrat, turned red for Republican,
including Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan. In 2020, however, the Democratic candidate

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

will be different. The issues are different. The electorate – all those with the right to vote – will
also be different.
All 435 seats in the House of Representatives are up for election. In the Senate, 34 of the 100 seats
will be voted on.
Who can vote?

There are more than 250 million Americans of voting age in 2020. Voters this year are younger
and represent more races than ever before. About 33 percent will be voters of color. Ten percent of
voters will be between the ages of 18 and 23.
In the 2016 presidential race, about 42 percent of eligible voters did not vote. However, the 2018
midterm elections were different. They saw a larger turnout of Democratic voters who showed up
to vote for seats in Congress. This year's election also could see more voters casting their ballots.
What's about to happen?

Since January 2019, more than 20 Democratic candidates have run for the party's presidential
nomination. Several campaigns have since terminated. However, this race had a record number of
female contenders. Several have dropped out and the Democratic race is down to about a dozen
candidates.
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders and Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren were some of the
first to announce their run. Later, former Vice President Joe Biden joined the race. Candidates can
discuss what issues they would focus on as president during public debates. Often, individuals
need to meet certain polling or fundraising numbers to debate. The race has narrowed down as
more candidates drop out due to low funding or polling numbers.
Meanwhile, Trump is almost certain to be the nomination for the Republican party.
What are the primaries?

Primaries and caucuses take place in all 50 states. Washington, D.C., and U.S. territories such as
Puerto Rico hold them as well. Most states hold primary elections. In primaries, voters cast votes
at a polling place. Others may mail in their ballots or vote online.
The goal for candidates is to win a majority of delegates, or state representatives. Their task is then
to nominate the candidate at the national convention. In some states, all delegates are awarded to
the winner. Other states split their delegates among the top vote-getters.
What's a caucus?

A handful of states hold caucuses instead of primaries. These are community meetings that last for
hours. People speak in favor of their candidate. People may switch to another candidate. Finally,
one winner emerges.
The primary season typically begins with caucuses in Iowa. They are followed by primaries in New
Hampshire and South Carolina and caucuses in Nevada. Candidates spend a significant amount of
time building support in these states.
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Iowa held its caucuses on February 3, 2020. Thirteen states will vote in primaries on Tuesday,
March 3. It is known as "Super Tuesday." After this, the identity of the Democratic nominee might
be clearer.
OK, then what?

With the primaries finished, the two parties hold their national conventions. There, each party
officially names its candidates for president and vice president.
The conventions are for both business meetings and parties. Delegates travel from across the
country to attend. Politicians and celebrities show support for the party's chosen candidate. Then,
the candidate gives a speech on the final night. With confetti and balloons, it all looks great on TV.
The 2020 Democratic National Convention will take place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It will be held
on July 13–16. The Republicans will hold theirs in Charlotte, North Carolina, on August 24–27.
Then it'll finally be Election Day, right?

Not even close! The campaign for president becomes more intense after the conventions. The two
candidates argue for their policies and attack their opponents. A third-party candidate might even
enter the race and affect the outcome. This happened in 2000, when third-party candidate Ralph
Nader was accused of drawing voters away from the Democrat nominee, Vice President Al Gore.
The candidates identify where in the United States to campaign. They determine which voters to
chase. There will usually be a handful of TV debates in which the candidates for president and vice
president respond to questions.
Finally, on November 3, 2020, American voters will cast their ballots. Then the decision shifts to
the Electoral College.
How does the Electoral College work?

The Electoral College is the voting system that officially decides who will be president. There are a
total of 538 votes. Each of the 50 states including Washington, D.C., have a set number of electoral
votes. This figure is determined by two seats per state for the Senate (100) plus the number of a
state's congressional districts (435). The District of Columbia (D.C.) gets the other three votes. The
number of districts is based on population. A candidate needs a majority of electoral votes (270) to
win the election.
For most states, the candidate who wins more than half of a state's popular vote gets all of its
electoral votes. In Maine and Nebraska, the votes can be split. The Electoral College system makes
it possible for a candidate to win the election even if most voters voted for the other person. This
happened in the 2016 election. Clinton received more popular votes than Trump. However, Trump
ended up with 304 electoral votes. Clinton, meanwhile, had 227 electoral votes.
How can this be possible? Rural states with small populations hold greater voting power. Per
person, they get more electoral votes for president than states with larger populations. California,
the most populated state, gets one electoral vote for every 700,000 residents. But Wyoming, a
smaller state, gets one electoral vote for every 166,000 residents.
Key Dates For The 2020 Elections
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February 3, 2020: Iowa Caucus
March 3, 2020: Super Tuesday. Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Georgia,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont and Virginia
hold their primaries.
November 3, 2020: Election Day
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6th-8th
Hey guys! First off, we all hope that you’re doing okay at home. We know
it’s been a weird time but we’re hopeful that you and your family are safe
and healthy.
In this packet, you’ll find three activities for this week that focus on:

You can also find this information by going to www.wesdschools.org
Some art teachers are also providing online resources for your activities,
so make sure to check Google Classroom!

Supplies for This Week:
 Pencil
 Eraser
 Pen (optional)

Scan the QR code below to
find a list of extra resources
for all special areas!

A contour line is the outline of a shape with the most important lines added in. Here are a couple
of examples: Contour Line drawings don’t include shading, or shade only with lines.

Give it a try! Hold up your non-dominant hand (the hand you do not draw with). Try drawing a
contour line drawing of your hand.

Next, on a blank piece of paper, find three objects from your home and draw their contour lines.

A contour line is the outline of a shape with the most important lines added in. A continuous
contour is a drawing that uses a line that is drawn with picking up your pen or pencil as
rarely as possible. It is drawn with one, continuous line.

It takes A LOT of practice to get good at these! In the space below, give it a try! Try drawing your
shoe, face, or another object around your house. Remember to try to focus on drawing as many
details as you can, but do not worry about shading. Keep your pen or pencil moving to create a
continuous line.

Another way to use line is to create patterns. To make patterns using line, you first need to have
different line types. Start by copying the line types below.

By putting these lines together in different ways, you’re able to create patterns. Here are some
examples:

In the space below, draw your own patterns using different types of line to decorate inside the
contour of the animals. Use the patterns above (or your own created patterns) to fill the spaces.

Rational Numbers – Decimals
Answer Key
1) 41.075
2) 6.305
3) 41.933
4) 5.2
5) 47.736
6) 19.655
7) 74.496
8) 38.6
9) 2.46863
10) 19.62
11) 6.3956
12) 86 or 86.0
13) $67.45
14) $16.45
15) $20.94
16) $1236.25
17) $16.49
18) $18.75
Challenge $50.00

7th Grade Science Answer Key – 4/16/20
German scientist, Alfred Wegener, noticed that the coastlines of Africa and South America looked like they might fit
together. Additionally, he noticed that the SAME animal and plant fossils were found along the coasts of both
continents, even though they were separated by vast oceans. Wegener’s book titled, The Origin of Continents and
Oceans, suggested that the Earth’s continents were once joined together in one large mass that we now call Pangaea
(or supercontinent). Plate tectonic theory has now become widely accepted since the 1960s. The Earth’s outer layer,
also known as the lithosphere, is broken into several large slabs called plates. The plates are slowly, but constantly
moving. The constant movement of these plates help in explaining how and why earthquakes, volcanoes, and other
geologic events occur.

There are 15 major tectonic plates. Some plates contain continents and others are completely under the ocean. The
type of crust that is found under the continents is called continental crust, while the type of crust found under the
oceans is called oceanic crust. The continental crust is about 20 to 40 miles thick, while the oceanic crust is only 4 to 6
miles thick. The border between two tectonic plates is called a boundary. All plates are constantly moving. Some move
towards each other, some move apart from each other, and some are sliding past each other. Because of these
differences, tectonic plate boundaries are grouped into three main types.
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